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PLANNING LAWS - SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [9.34 pm]:  As my opposite number, the Minister for Local 
Government and Regional Development, Hon Jon Ford, is opposite me tonight, I would like to bring to his 
attention what is happening with legislation that has been introduced in South Australia.  Today I came across an 
article that states - 

The Development (Panels) Amendment Bill 2006 is the first in a raft of changes to planning laws after 
similar changes stalled in the Legislative Council . . .  

The article is titled “Councils Stripped of Planning Powers”.  I am not saying that this is a good or bad thing; I 
am just bringing it to the minister’s attention.  The article states - 

Councillors have lost the power to control decisions on developments ranging from backyard fences to 
shopping centres with new legislation handing this authority to independent experts.  In the first major 
legislative move by the State Government - 

In South Australia - 

to exert more influence in local government, independent specialists will be recruited to form the 
majority on every development assessment panel in the state.  Planning fees will rise to recoup an extra 
$2 million every year to pay the sitting fees of planning and development experts who will replace the 
elected members.  Councils believe the controversial changes, passed late on the final sitting day of 
Parliament last week, will result in inappropriate local development.  The new legislation has been 
welcomed by developers but Local Government Association  . . .  said the changes had cut across local 
democracy and would limit community input. 

. . .  

Under the old rules, development applications that were outside the council’s planning guidelines were 
referred by council staff to a development assessment panel.  This could range from home extensions to 
multi-storey office blocks.  Councillors then made a judgment - 

Just like here. 
. . .  Under the new legislation, panels must comprise less than half elected members, with an equal 
number of independent experts, plus another expert acting as independent chair.  Panels will usually 
total seven members.  Councils will retain the power to appoint the members.  Mitcham Mayor Ivan 
Brooks said the new rules could “change the face of . . .” 

Their city or town. 
“Independent experts won’t be responsible to anyone, and that comes at a cost,” he said.  Many councils 
are worried about the supply of planning and development specialists, with at least 200 independent 
experts needed across the state.  Planning Minister Paul Holloway said the changes would take the 
politics out of neighbourhood developments by forcing councils to develop strict planning rules.  “If 
they get their development plans right it won’t matter who makes the judgment,” he said.  “It will give 
greater certainty to developers and also the community,” he said. 
Marion Council has had three independent members on its development assessment panel since 2003.  
Mayor Felicity-ann Lewis said the system had helped the council avoid legal action on controversial 
decisions.  It pays independent panellists $300 per session and councillors $100, costing the council 
about $20 000 a year for meetings every month. 
. . .  
The change was welcomed by Property Council executive director . . .  who said the changes were “a 
very important piece of legislation for South Australia”.  He said they put the responsibility on to local 
politicians to get policy right, rather than make reactive decisions.  Members will also be forced to 
disclose any financial interests and potential conflicts they may have. 

As I said at the beginning, I did not say it was a good thing or a bad thing; I am just bringing it to the attention of 
the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development.  I seem to have a passion for getting involved in 
development, and this caught my eye. 
 


